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BECKLE CLUB

BULLET =~

Muta at BGC

Merrily in the

Club 3 Gun Star Brittany Long instructs Merrily McAuliffe of WVNS on the joys of the MSR

The gun club was once again the subject of local TV when Merrily McAuliffe visited to learn
about the shooting sports for her “Merrily in the Mountains” feature. Kevin Burgess first
coached her on shotguns and taught her how to break clay pigeons. Then Brittany Long and
Dave Kinsley took over to teach rifle and pistol, ringing the steel target with both firearms.

From the Secretary’s Desk

Gun Club picnic 7/20 in the bowl. We'll supply the hot dogs; bring your own drinks and
any covered dish, beans, salad, desert.... No shooting in the bowl that day, use the other ranges.
Noon till 6PM

Work day in June, probably 6/28, watch the website & Facebook. Mostly brush cutting
and fixing target holders (that dummies have blown up with shotguns!). You guys fussing about
the grass not being mowed, come on out and help. The grass was too high for the zero-turn and
Kevin hadn't had a chance to give Long the tutorial on Mower Ops. Remember, y'all, we're all
volunteer and we do have lives beyond the club, including "Honey Do" lists and weather con-
straints.

We've got the brush hog operating now, but Long tested the shear pin. It works as de-
signed. It'll be back up & running in a couple of days. I really want to get the road edges cut
back. I remember a couple of years ago folks coming to the GSSF match said "This place looks
like a state park!" Might have more new steel for the multi-purpose and long range. Also, hope
to have the pond stocked soon. (Continued on Page 2)



Secretary’s Desk (cont’d)

Take care of the range, folks. A few are thoughtlessly screwing things up. One member
was recently suspended for shooting up non-targets, not even target holders. Had it been
deemed malicious, it would have resulted in expulsion and possibly charges. I'm pulling the
camera cards pretty often and moving cameras. Smile.

Walker Equipment supplied a grader and Josh & Eric Stratton from Shooter's Roost
conned a buddy into operating the thing. Road is much improved after the monsoon. Some
drainage cut and culverts planned. Might even buy a couple loads of gravel.

Stay safe,

Bob

President’s Corner
Hello Club Members,

We have had a very good first half of the year here at the Beckley Gun Club. During
the month of January, Bob and Billye Front, Brittany Long, and I set up our new Beckley Gun
Club booth at the West Virginia Hunting and Fishing Show that was held at the Charleston
Civic Center. While we were there promoting the classes that we teach and, of course, our 3
Gun Match Schedule ,we welcomed a few new members there and joined the West Virginia
Wildlife Foundation.

We are also affiliated with the National Rifle Association, Glock Sport Shooting Foun-
dation, the West Virginia Troopers Association, the West Virginia Rifle and Pistol Association,
National Shooting Sports Foundation, Civilian Marksmanship Program, and 3 Gun Nation. All
of these shooting and hunting organizations work together for everyone to maintain their 2nd
Amendment rights and also help to promote the classes we teach and the matches we hold.

On Saturday, May 3rd we held our third annual media day and news people with
WVVA, Fox 59, WOAY, the Bluefield Daily Telegraph, and others came to get to shoot with
us, learn about firearms safety, what 3 Gun is all about, and enjoy the lunch we provided. Later
that afternoon, Congresswoman Shelly Moore Capito (R-WV) paid us a visit. The Congress-
woman actually shot many of our AR's, pistols, and shotguns. She said she had a ton of fun
and would be back.

On Sunday, May 18th, Shooter's Roost held their first customer appreciation day in the
bowl range. They cooked for approximately eighty-five people and raffled off a pistol. People
came out of the woodwork to shoot handguns, rifles, and shotguns.

The first two 3 Gun Matches had fifty one and fifty nine shooters, and we hope that we
keep growing in attendance. During the matches we normally have four stages of fire, two be-
ing 3 Gun Nation qualifier stages. Acores of shooters who are members of the 3 Gun Nation
Club series are taken from the qualifiers and sent directly to 3 Gun Nation so those shooters
will be ranked on a national basis with other shooters from different clubs and states. Gun club
members who compete also earn points for the 2014 Beckley Gun Club 3 Gun Series and the
top three shooters will receive a plaque for their efforts.

We have seven more matches scheduled for this year and we need many volunteers to
help as range officers, cooks, and score keepers. Each person who assists receives a free raffle
ticket after each match for a chance to win prizes.

We purchased a farm tractor with a front loading bucket and a brush hog mower. This
will be used to cut the grass on the larger ranges, and also to help with road repairs.

The gun club is also being sponsored by Tac Strike, Flat Top Arms, Shooter's Roost,
Hooters of Beckley, West Virginia, and Ranger Up. These sponsors help with match raffle
prizes and club equipment needs. (Continued page 3)
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President’s Corner (cont’d)

Education classes are also up in attendance. Jim Cozort, the Education Officer, will be listing
the education class schedule on the gun club's website which has been revamped/

designed. The website now allows someone to register on line for a match and the education
classes that are scheduled, and for new membership or membership renewal. We also have
two Facebook pages, one primarily for the gun club and the other primarily for the 3 Gun
Matches. So get on line and check out our Facebook pages and the website.

Thanks,

James Long
President

What We Did Not Know

On Thursday, Bob Andrighetti, one of the original three founders of the Beckley Gun Club,
died. Earlier in the month Vince Gallagher, one of our original members and an active mem-
ber of the club’s leadership during the early years also died.

When I first met Bob he was a clerk at Jessup’s Sporting Goods. Back then gun stores were
small and there were not very many that carried much in the way of selection, accessories, and
reloading supplies. Jessup’s was the go-to place to go for gun enthusiasts; they had all the stuff
we wanted. Vernon Lewis and I had both separately approached Bob with NRA packets on
how to start a gun club during the winter of 1977. Bob shortly got both of us together and
started working on plans for the club’s first meeting. Because of Bob’s contacts, it did not take
long to form the club.

Bob was well known in the shooting community. It was his contacts that arranged for the club
to use the Beckley City Police Range for club events. Well known for his shooting skills, Bob
was the voice in the tower calling the firing commands during police pistol matches. Bob had
forgotten more about firearms than I will ever know. When AR-15A2’s first were released,
Bob was one of the leading experts in building match grade guns and reloading super accurate
ammo.

Vince was also very active in helping the gun club grow. From the very first meeting when he
was elected an officer, Vince was involved in almost every aspect of developing the club. He
was our first newsletter editor and very involved with the design and construction of the Metal-
ton Range Complex. During every event he attended, he added an air of “let’s have fun”. Dur-
ing his later years Vince was an active Cowboy Action Pistol Shooter who could always be
found with his Colt 45 slung on his hip and his favorite lever action rifle.

We never imagined the club would become old enough that we would see our early leaders’
names in the Obituaries. In the past thirty-seven years the club has had over a thousand mem-
bers, each one contributing in their own way. Some gave more than others; these are just two
of the members whose work stands out. It is my hope that the current leadership will look
back in a couple of decades and will find as many bright spots of selfless contributions to our
club with many fond memories of those who have passed.

Bill Miller, Past President and member of our Board of Directors.
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